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Paper Summary:

The research paper addressed the topic of terrorist actors and the rise of violent
Islamist groups in the Middle East and identified the justifications that led to the
emergence of these groups in the period from 1970-2017. Given that this period coincided
with a shift in American strategy globally and the announcement of American projects in
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the Middle East aimed at achieving its goals and interests, and considering these projects
as a threat to identity and culture by Islamist groups, the paper posits historical motives,
including Western colonialism in the region. It also argues that the proliferation of wars
contributed to the emergence of these groups. The paper begins with premises the
researcher believes exist, including that these groups have a political objective, presented
themselves as an alternative to peace during times of war, adopted religion as a tool, and
appeared and disappeared in various forms, thus lacking a formal organizational structure.
The study's central question is: What is the nature of these Islamist groups? What is the
relationship between their multiplicity and American projects in the Middle East? The
paper posits that these American projects led to an increase in terrorist operations in the
region and establishes hypothetical variables, anticipating a positive correlation. It
provides operational definitions for key terms and examines data published by the Data
Foundation, a collaborative effort between researchers in the Oxford Martin Program on
Global Development at Oxford University, as well as other sources. The paper concludes
that... 39% of the terrorist acts in the world that occurred during the study period (27
years) took place in the Middle East. It also became clear that the growth of the
establishment of jihadist Islamist groups increased after 2006, which is the date of the
announcement of the counter-terrorism project, as well as the increase in the number of
operations in the same period, which supports the hypothesis from which the research
paper was launched.

Keywords: terrorist actors, violent Islamist groups, counter-terrorism.
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